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The world as we know it is composed of a network of ecosystems. An ecosystem comprises the
geographic area, plants, animals, organisms, and climate. Each part of the ecosystem is codependent to
the other. When ecosystems are disrupted, the life within the ecosystem is at risk. In order for an
ecosystem to thrive, each part of the ecosystem must work together to use only what is needed.
Humans are stewards of the land. We can either help the ecosystem to thrive or we can be detrimental
to its downfall.

The San Luis Valley is known for its beautiful Sangre de Cristo mountains as.well as its high plains
deserts. The mountains supply the valleys with water to sustain life. The communities within the valley
are home to many rural farmers and ranchers whose livelihood is intertwined with the mountain and the
earth. The acequias provided channels to supply farmers with water that was collected from the
mountain runoff. These channels are the lifeline of the valley. Every year farmers clean the ditches so
the water can flow down those channels and into the fields to supply their crops with life-giving water.
The native grasses begin to grow and the elk and deer feed off of the land in preparation for winter. The
land becomes alive and the animals and people thrive.

Conservation is key to maintaining this beautiful ecosystem. The mountains must be maintained. The
trees must be thinned out to allow the water to flow downwards to the people. Too many trees in the
mountains means that the water is taken up by the trees, and the people will lose out on its supply. The
mountains will become overgrown and the valley’s will become wastelands. The farmers will not be able
to sustain the lives of their animals and their families will suffer. The water that does reach the valley, will
be scarce and the people will not have peace. They will fight for their rights to the water. If someone
takes too much that means that the person on the end of the line will go without, and their family will pay
the price. That is why we must become our brother’s keeper. The land feeds us and we must take care
of one another.

To know our future, we must first look to our past. The people before us paved the way for their
children and their children’s children to be successful. Their hard work and determination made our
valley what it is today. The oldest town in Colorado is steeped rich in the history and beauty of a culture
and a people who thrived here. Our great great grandparents worked the land and raised their families,
sharing and helping one another. They took only what they needed so that others may thrive too. We as
a community need to return to the ways of old, to value the lives of one another, to help our neighbors,
and to respect the land.

As a nation we depend on foreign countries to import food to our grocery stores. We have moved so
far away from being self reliant and self sustaining. As the cost of groceries continues to rise and as the
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cost of living increases, we will . \\day wish that we had the skills of ou. lestors. | am a fifth
gé&heration descendant. My family has farmed this land for many years. Our roots run deep in this place
and the ways of old are diminishing. We need to keep this valley alive and thriving as the next
generation. Moving here has taught me a lot about my family and what it takes to make it here in the
valley. And someday | want to be able to teach it to my sons and daughters. Because the next
generation really does depend on us. | hope that San Luis will be able to welcome back the descendants
and supply them with life sustaining resources for generations to come.



