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As more people build homes, operate businesses and recreate in areas where natural
vegetation meets human improvements, wildfire threats to life and property increase. Wildlife
mitigation actions are on the ground treatments of properties implemented to reduce the chance
of wildlife causing damage. Wildfire can compromise water quality both during active burning
and for months and years after the fire has been extinguished. Burned watersheds are prone to
increased flooding and erosion, which can negatively affect water supply reservoirs, water
quality, and drinking water treatment processes. After wildfire, loss of canopy vegetation and
changes to soil properties can result in more water flowing over the land surface during storms,
leading to flooding, erosion, and delivery of sediment, ash, pollutants, and debris to surface
water.

Stormwater runoff from nonpoint source pollution is one of the most significant threats to
aquatic ecosystems in the United States. As water runs over and through the watershed, it picks
up and carries contaminants and soil. Some mitigation strategies for wildfires include replacing
vegetation that has living or dead branches from the ground-level up. Cut the lawn often, clear
the area of leaves, brush, dead limbs and fallen trees. Create a second zone at least 100 feet
around the house.

Vegetation that holds soil in place and retains water is burned away. In the aftermath of a
large wildfire, rainstorms flush vast quantities of ash, sediment, nutrients and contaminants in
streams, rivers, and downstream reservoirs. Watersheds are extremely important. Healthy
forested watersheds provide many services such as cleaning our drinking water supplies and
stabilizing soils. The water bodies they drain to provide us with recreational opportunities and

aesthetic benefits. The watershed area and the volume of water that drains from it relates directly



to the size and flow of the primary stream or water body. Other factors that make each watershed
distinctive include its mosaic of land uses, oil types, geology, topography, and climate.
Watersheds are vital to sustaining life. They feed bodies of water that supply our drinking
water, and provide water for agriculture, manufacturing and recreation. Watersheds also serve as
natural habitats for various animals and plants. So it’s critical that we protect our watersheds to
keep them clean and healthy. We can save watersheds by conserving water every day. Take
shorter showers, fix leaks, and turn off the water when not in use. Don’t pour toxic household
chemicals down the drain. Have plants that require little to no water, fertilizers and pesticides in

your yard.



