Benefits and Consequences of Exporting Water Out of Our Valley

Everyone needs water, but who needs it more? Colorado’s population is growing at a
rapid pace, and water is a precious resource. Cities upstate, like Denver, Colorado Springs, and
Fort Collins are growing more than ever and don’t quite have the water for such expansion.
However, the San Luis Valley needs water to continue protecting its agrarian economies. Without
the required water, the people within the valley won’t be able to continue producing potatoes,
alfalfa, native hay, barley, wheat, lettuce, spinach, and carrots to name a few. Furthermore, the
sale and raising of livestock, such as beef and dairy cows, and sheep, will plummet as the
resources may not be available.

As water is a resource that all have come to value, the right to water is a lot more difficult
than one might think. So, there are a few different rules one has to follow before obtaining any
right to water. Water rights are determined by priority and need, and whoever is going to use the
water beneficially. So, before exporting the water out of the San Luis Valley, the conditions of
where the water is heading must be checked out (considering environmental and economical
factors) and, in a sense, they have to need it more. Water holders may place a call on other water
holders from accessing the water until they get their fill. However, calls cannot be made if there
can be improvements made to the efficiency of water movement. But the water holder cannot be
held responsible for the expenses.

Through the Rio Grande Compact, New Mexico, Colorado, and Texas all have an
obligation to meet a quota of a predetermined amount of acre-feet of water. The San Luis Valley
has the Rio Grande River System, the Conejos River System, a confined aquifer, and an

unconfined aquifer. So, we cannot be exporting or moving an injurious amount of water



away, as there wouldn’t be enough water to continue growing crops and raising livestock for a
while.

Colorado’s population is assumed to grow by 3.1 million by 2050, and water
requirements are expected to increase by 40-80% by that same year without reductions in
per-capita consumption. Furthermore, “Colorado could lose 500,000-700,000 acres of farmland
by 2050 if the practice of purchasing agricultural lands and/or water rights in order to divert the
water to urban areas, commonly referred to as buy-and-dry, continues at its current pace.”
Assuming the valley were to adopt AWDT’s strategy and pursue a ballot initiative, it could alter
state law to prohibit water from the San Luis Valley. This would help to continue and expand our
agricultural economies.

Colorado is growing rapidly, and that means more water is going to be used up. Many
people are moving upstate to Fort Collins, Springs, Denver, et cetera. This means that more
water is needed up there to fuel the population. All of the community needs are conflicting in
terms of urban development and agricultural feasibility, and there is no simple or easy answer.
Everybody needs to work together, have honest and active convers'ations about the use of water

in our state.
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