Isaias Minchaca

Costilla County Conservancy District

Living in such a small community has benefited my life. The community has given me so
much, and it has been in my interest to be able to give back. Not only give back to the people of
my community but to the resources that it provides us with. The land and water in our
community are essential. Costilla County requires these resources to be able to sustain the way of
life. The conservation of the land and water is crucial to farms, businesses, and recreation in our
small, rural community.

The conservation of natural and agricultural lands is needed for a sustainable economy
and a healthy community. The lands provide us with an ecosystem that is just as important to our
economy as the roads, businesses, and residences. Our natural and agricultural lands are vital for
our water supply, wildlife, and recreation. These lands support us because they provide us with
clean water food, recreation, clean air, etc. Land conservation is vital for our future.

Water is the fundamental resource for the way of life in a rural community. It’s the
resource we take most for granted. Many may not know it, but the use of water is not just
important for our well-being but for the agriculture that drives our county. The water we use in
our community comes from our watershed and aquifers. It’s not only important that we try to
limit our water usage but to protect our water sources from contamination. Water pollution can
damage not only our source of water but the ecosystem that relies on it. Our community needs

fresh and clean water in order to thrive. We also have to protect our water from the fast-growing



Denver metro areas. The idea of them wanting to take our water scares me. This would only lead
to drought for us and them just searching for another water source to strip from others.

Many people overlook the importance of conserving our land and water. They won’t see
the importance until it’s gone. That is why I believe in educating the people about the
conservation of land and water in our community. If everyone understood the significant value,
the day where our vital resources are gone wouldn’t exist. Growing up in this small community, I
understand how important these resources are. The land provides me with food on my table,
firewood to heat my home, and a clean water supply. The recreation use of the land has made
life-long memories. I’'m thankful to be provided with a clean and healthy environment to fish,
hunt, camp, and many other activities with family and friends. I have much respect for the two
conservancy districts in our county because they have been protecting these resources for many
years. They’re the most important organizations in our county. I have a strong interest in being
an advocate for conservation. To be able to protect and conserve the place that I call home is
captivating. Not only for the citizens of today but for the future generations that will come after.
I hope one day, that I could make an impact on my community that will protect the things that

make it beautiful.
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