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The conservation of land and water is important to the preservation and the health of our 
environment. We must first understand what conservation is to learn the importance of it. Conservation is 
the care and protection of earth's natural resources so that they can persist for future generations. Those 
natural resources don’t only include land and water but also air, soil, plants and wildlife. There is a land 
and water fund that was established by Congress in 1964 to safeguard natural areas, water resources and 
cultural heritage. Money from the fund comes from federal oil and gas leases. Many states and countries 
in the nation have benefited from the fund because of the variety of programs out there to help. 

To start, there are many benefits of land conservation, making it so important to the environment. 
For one, it reduces air and water pollution. It preserves wildlife habitats and biodiversity. Biodiversity is 
important because it boosts ecosystem productivity. Watersheds and wetlands are managed and protected. 
The soil quality is improved and it helps with greenhouse gases. There are also economic benefits of land 
conservation. Conservation of natural lands, working farms, and forests, can generate financial returns to 
individuals and the government. It not only helps to reduce the need for expensive water, but also helps 
filtration facilities. Land conservancies protect our food and water supply, purify our air, provide wildlife 
habitat, and overall, strengthen our communities.  

Conserving water is important for multiple reasons as well. We can prepare for future droughts. It 
can guard against rising costs and potential conflict. It helps to preserve the environment and we make 
water available for recreational purposes. 

In our community specifically, the water needs to be divided. If it weren’t they wouldn’t have the 
resources they need to keep up their farms. That is why we have ditches or what we call acequias. The 
acequias are used to share the water. We get an equal vote to keep the farms going. We are blessed to 
have rich soil to grow crops for food and water to keep them going. That is why we need to know how to 
use and care for it efficiently- so that we may always have the resources for generations after generations. 
Growing up here, I specifically have learned the importance of the land and water because my grandfather 
taught us about it. In fact, he is a member of the Acequia Association, so it is in his heart to take care of 
the water and the land. Because of that, I know the importance of water conservation and I, too, want to 
take care of my community because it means so much to me. 

As a community, we can all do several things to contribute to conservation. Participating in field 
work is one of them. Donating money to the conservancy district or any organization that helps to protect 
the land and water is another. Last, educating the public on the importance of conservation helps. The 
most common way to protect the land is by “conservation easement.” It’s a voluntary, legal agreement 
between landowners and land trusts or government agencies which limits uses of land to protect the 
values of conservation. Donation of land for conservation is another way of protecting the land. Our 
community needs to use water as efficiently as possible because we must remember that fresh, clean 
water is a limited resource. We must remember to take care of the land and water because it takes care of 
us.  


